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distinction in Mysore.
In North Arcot the little Jahagir of "Ami" is still in the
enjoyment of a Maratha Brahman Chief, whose ancestors acquired
it originally as a fief for military service from the Bijapur King
more than two hundred years ago. There are other Maratha
Brahmans who entered in those days the services of the Nabab of
Arcot, and rose to distinction* and were known distinctively as
Nizamshahi Brahmans. Similarljy the small state of Padukota,
which still retains its subordinate integrity, has a large Maratha
population, and its affairs were administered by many Brahman
Diwans, and the most distinguished of these belonged to the
family of Maratha settlers in the south. The Native State of
Cochin contains a large Maratha population, chiefly Brahmans of
different sects who are engaged in mercantile pursuits. In the
district of Bellary there is another small Maratha State at Sonda
which has survived the general decay of Maratha power in the
south. Its founder came of the stock of the famous Santaji
Ghorpade, whose grandson Murarrao Ghorpade played such an
important part in the Karnatik wars in the middle of the eighteenth
century, and who ruled over a small kingdom of Gooty till Hyder
Naik conquered that principality. When the Marathas were hard-
pressed by Aurangzeb in Maharashtra, Rajaram the second son
of Shivaji retired to Gingi, which had been held as a fort by
Shahaji and it was this fort which stood the seven years* siege
towards the dose of the seventeenth century which allowed him
and the Marathas to rally in the struggle with Aurangzeb.
It will be seen from the brief resume that a handful of
Marathas, scarcely exceeding at the best one lakh of men, not
only carved out kingdoms and Jahagirs for themselves in the
troublous times which succeeded the downfall of the Mahomedan
power, but that their influence has not yet spent itself, and that
they even now form a most interesting section of the population
of that Presidency, thoujgh it must be confessed, their predo-
minance is now decidedly on the wane. It is on this account that
the story of the conquest of Tanjore must be allowed a space in a
narrative which professes to deal with the fortunes of the Maratha
people more than those of any particular section of its confederate
rulers.
The first entrace of the Marathas in Southern India took place
rinder the leadership of Shahaji Bhonsle, the father of Shivaji, in
1638. He ted an army as a general in the service of the Adilshahi
Bifapur kings. These Karnatik wars kept Shahaji, and his army
engaged for thirty years, and he conquered Mysore, Vellore, and
GmgL In reward for his services, Shahaji obtained a Jahagir, which